
Steve Kinney
• Community Activist
• Residential Realtor, RE/MAX Professionals – City Properties, likely having sold 

more homes within four blocks of I-70 in NW Denver than other brokers in the 
past decade.

• 12-year resident @ 4876 Tennyson, nine houses north of I-70. Moved 2014 & 
sold home 2015. 
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Why is this important?
Costs:

$ $ $



50% 50% 

This two-mile-long project in NE Denver will consume 50% 
 of the State’s Bridge Enterprise Fund for 30-35 years. 

I-70 Central Expansion The Rest of Colorado 
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Opportunity Missed
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CDOT











No Sunlight!



Photo credit: The Denver Post and KMGH. 

Commuter Carnage, with the Venturi Effect!



Below Water Table – AND – In Superfund Site



Freeway or Moat?



Potential Bottleneck?!

10 Lanes ------|  |-------------------6 lanes----------------------|      |--------14 lanes------------------

Current |   |              Current | |        Future:
- Six General Purpose
- Building for Four Toll
- Two Feeder South Side
- Two Feeder North Side





What Went Wrong?

















• I-270 occupies a small portion of the right-of-way that CDOT already owns 
along virtually all of the I-76 / 270 routes. And with virtually no impact to 
residences for the re-route alternative. 



I-270 here occupies a small portion of the right-of-way that CDOT already owns 
along virtually all of the I-76 / 270 routes. 



I-76 here occupies a small portion of the right-of-way that CDOT already 
owns along virtually all of the I-76 / 270 routes. 







Four-minute animated video of the boulevard: 
On YouTube, Search “I-70 Denver Reimagined”





Elyria & Swansea

• 84 % Latino

• 41 % of families live below poverty levels

• Average household income $38,000 (citywide = $55,000)

• Average home price $149,000 (citywide = $278,000)

• Home ownership 61% (citywide = 52%) 

• High number of multigenerational households

• Incomplete infrastructure, drainage issues, lack of 
connectivity internally and to other neighborhoods

• Well more than 1/3 of the residents do not drive cars



Swansea

• 1400 households | ½ north of I-70 | ½ south 
of I-70

• industrial land uses just to east of Vasquez 
Boulevard



Elyria

• 150 households

• Concentrated in a 14-block area

• CDOT proposal – majority of families to be 
removed (50 homes or more) would be in 
Elyria

• Homes would be removed on 7 of the 14 
blocks



Health Impact Assessment
for Globeville – Elyria - Swansea

• Significant elevated exposure to air pollution 
within 500 feet of major highway

• 2 elementary schools within 500 of I-70

• Asthma levels near 40% (citywide = 28%)

• Higher levels of cardiovascular disease

• 60% of population is obese

• Lack of access to healthy foods

• Less than ½ of streets have complete sidewalks

• Numerous hazardous intersections






